LAMC Journalism CTE Advisory Committee: Meeting Notes 
· Date: Tuesday, October 8, 2024
· Time: 5-6:!5pm
· Location: Zoom, https://laccd.zoom.us/j/5172658614
Attendees:
Academic Representatives: 
· Karen Crozer, Ph.D. (Chair of English, Comm, Journalism at LAMC) 
· Curtis Stage (Chair of Arts, Media, and Performance at LAMC)
· Tara Ward-Thompson (Dean of English, Comm, Journalism at LAMC)
· Marla Uliana (CTE Dean and Dean of Arts, Media, and Performance at LAMC)
· Dr. Stephanie Bluestein (Chair of Journalism at CSUN)
Industry Representatives: 
· Rachel Reyes (Podcaster, The LA Pod)
· Steve Gregory (National Correspondent, iHeartMedia KFI-AM 640 Los Angeles)
· Jana Nascimento Nagase (Entertainment Reporter, Film and TV Critic)
· Jeff Sneider (CEO/Publisher at The InSneider, Contributor at Los Angeles Magazine)
Absent: 
· Miyoshi Price (On-Camera Journalist) was unable to attend due to covering Hurricane Helene in Florida.
Meeting Purpose:
To evaluate and revise the proposed Journalism Certificate of Achievement (CTE) curriculum to enhance graduates' employment readiness and industry alignment.
Welcome and Introductions (10 minutes) 
· Opening remarks by the Dr. Karen Crozer, Chair of English, Comm Studies, and Journalism at LAMC.
· Introduction of all attendees (name, title, affiliation, and role in the CTE program).
CTEs and Labor Market Information (10 minutes) 
· Introduction of Career Technical Education (CTE) programs for non-academics by Karen Crozer, Curtis Stage, and Marla Uliana.
· Review of labor market information (LMI) and core indicator data. Discussion on the implications of this data for program adjustments and improvements.
Curriculum: Initial Structure (10 minutes)
· Karen Crozer presented the draft certificate. The original certificate curriculum allowed students to select six courses from a list of electives, totaling 17-18 units.
· Courses covered foundational journalism and communication topics such as news writing, editing, and social values in mass communication.
Discussion of Certificate Changes/Improvements:
CSUN Transferability Concerns:
· Dr. Stephanie Bluestein recommended replacing Journalism 218-1: Practical Editing I with Journalism 202: Advanced Newswriting to improve transfer options to CSUN's Journalism program. Although transferability was not essential, the committee agreed that Journalism 202 would add value to the certificate by enhancing practical skills.
Marketability and Employment Readiness:
· Industry representatives expressed concerns about certificate graduates’ readiness for the current job market, especially with the rise of "independent journalism." They highlighted that new journalists are often required to build and market their own platforms, particularly on social media. Skills in social media management, multimedia storytelling, and public relations were identified as crucial.
Core Course Adjustments:
Based on the feedback, the committee decided to establish a "required core" of six courses, emphasizing practical journalism skills alongside social media and public relations. Recommended new courses included:
· Journalism 043: Principles of Public Relations
· Media Art 801: Digital Storytelling
· Media Art 117: Intro to Social Media
Elective Options for Specialization:
The committee recognized that students could benefit from electives tailored to their interests within multimedia. They proposed an elective course option where students could choose one of the following:
· Media Art 802: Intro to Podcasting
· Photo 007: Exploring Digital Photography
· English 223: Creative Nonfiction
Finalized Curriculum for Journalism CTE Certificate of Achievement
Required Core (6 courses):
· Journalism 043: Principles of Public Relations
· Journalism 100: Social Mass
· Journalism 101: Newswriting
· Journalism 202: Advanced Newswriting
· Media Art 117: Intro to Social Media
· Media Art 801: Digital Storytelling
Elective (Choose 1):
· English 223: Creative Nonfiction
· Media Art 802: Intro to Podcasting
· Photo 007: Exploring Digital Photography
Conclusion:
· The committee reached a consensus that these modifications would best prepare students for employment opportunities, particularly in self-sustaining journalism roles that leverage multimedia and social media platforms. The new structure aims to increase students’ economic options post-certification while aligning with transfer opportunities to CSUN for those interested.
Meeting Adjourned: 6:15 PM

