Pasadena City College
Advisory Meeting Minutes


Division: English and Language Studies
Department: American Sign Language
Date: May 2, 2025
Time: 3:00pm
Advisors in Attendance: (LIST NAMES AND TITLES)
· Cass Del Castillo, Adjunct Instructor, CSUN and Interpreter
· Julia Marciel, Professional Interpreter
· Cristabel Jauregui, Instructional Support Assistant, Riverside County Office of Education
Academic Partners in Attendance: 
· Dr. Tooktook Thongthiraj, Division Dean
· Justin Jackerson, Assistant Professor, American Sign Language and Program Lead
· Christopher Pinto, Instructor, American Sign Language
· Michael Walsh, Temporary Instructor, American Sign Language
Discussion Notes:
Requirements and Curriculum updated after meeting with PCC’s Curriculum and Instruction Committee in April 2025.  Dean explained that ASL 005 removed because it does not articulate to two CSUs.  ASL Practicum class replaced with existing internship course at PCC called WEXP.  These two changes reduced requirements from 31 to 22.  
Advisory then gave input on the WEXP class.  The three advisors present liked the course content, particularly the emphasis on feedback.  They liked the focus on students providing feedback about their observations and experience and the mentor/interpreter giving students feedback on how they applied skills to the job.  Julia Marciel noted that the course’s emphasis on punctuality and professionalism is important.  Cass Del Castillo shared that in her previous experience with internship courses, not all interpreters were quality, welcoming interpreters.  She also advised that we include the Deaf community when determining whether students are ready to interpret professionally.  Julia Marciel and Cristabel Jauregui echoed these concerns.  
After the advisory meeting, the ASL faculty and Dean debriefed, and they concluded that the program narrative needs to specify that this program is intended to provided foundational knowledge for sign interpreting and that throughout the interpreting courses, faculty must remind students of the importance of seeking more training.  They decided to create language to include in course syllabi that will direct students to additional resources and trainings.
Cass Del Castillo noted that the course outline of record requires more than 54 hours.  All three advisors supported more time on task applying interpreting skills in the workplace, and they liked the idea of at least 108 hours for each internship.
In looking at the course outline of record, Dean Thongthiraj later found that the WEXP course allows students to take up to 12 units of internship.  Therefore, rather than create a new course specific to ASL practicum, the program could use the WEXP course.
American Sign Language department asks the advisors for their vote of support to recommend the WEXP course.  Voting was conducted via email. 4 advisors provide their heartfelt recommendations and votes of support for the WEXP course.  3 advisors abstained.

Results
· Cass Del Castillo-Abstain
· Connie Gutierrez-Yes
· Cristabel Jauregui-Yes
· Allison Kale-Abstain
· Julia Marciel-Yes
· Irene Robles- Yes
· Ann Walker-Abstain





