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Plant Science Advisory Board Meeting
Monday, March 25, 2024 – 5:30pm-7:00pm via Zoom
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Committee Members
Leigh Adams - Studio Petrichor
Anna Ariza, Saturate LA
Joe Brosius, Magic Growers
Erika Catanese, Faculty, Pasadena City College
Wendy Coleman, LA UrbanFarms
Dr. Eileen M. Cullen, Chair of Plant Science Cal Poly Pomona
Melanie Dorsey, LA UrbanFarms
Dr. Kirsten Fisher, Dept. Biological Sciences, CSULA
Joanna Glovinski, Fruitstitute
Sean Lahmeyer, Huntington Gardens
Dr. Valerie Mellano, Plant Sciences Chair Emeritus, Cal Poly Pomona
Katharina Rodriguez, Faculty, Pasadena City College
David Spiro, Pasadena Educational Foundation
Joan Stevens, Adjunct Faculty, PCC, Mamabotanica
Eric Tomassini, Avenue 33 Farm (Plant Advisory Committee Chair)
Dr. Michael Vendrasco, Faculty, Pasadena City College
Dr. Veronica Jaramillo, Dean Natural Sciences, Pasadena City College

Agenda
1. Update on Agricultural Entrepreneurship Degree (with possible course additions) Agricultural Entrepreneurship Final Draft was shared for review.
Has been updated from last meeting feedback is going to Curriculum on Thursday, and then will be reviewed by Board of Trustees and then forwarded to the Chancellors office. Hopefully up and running within a year. Students would be able to get a certificate of achievement or an associate in science degree. This is a starting point to build on based on what committee members feel is necessary for entry level positions in plant sciences fields. Changes were made to wording in the program description and previous Spanish course was replaced with Spanish 1. Erika Catanese motioned to approve; Valerie motioned to approve first then Joan Stevens seconded the motion. Unanimous consent No objections to submit to Curriculum Committee on Thursday. CTE programs must go under curriculum review every two years is quite a rigorous process. All the courses of outline have been approved for Fall 2024 except for AGPS 128-Landscape Maintenance. 

1. Discussion of proposed certificates
Sustainable Landscaping – Certificate of Achievement is awarded upon completion of all required courses with a grade of C or better within a year with the hope of getting them working immediately after in the workforce. This topic is an outcome and an objective in each of the courses. The idea of adding Soil Science to the list was suggested regarding the ability of the soil to hold moisture and it would fit in nicely with the irrigation class. The courses listed were pulled from the working group at the Chancellor’s Office as recommended. Soil Sciences was added to the Landscape Arborist program so as not to have repetitive topics. Our goal is to keep the certificate from having too many required units. To add to this, it was suggested that we remove the Horticulture course as in landscaping soil is more important than environmental horticulture. Adjustments were made. Motion to approve curriculum for sustainable landscaping with the amendment of the soil science addition put forth by Dr. Jaramillo. Chosen to revisit at the next meeting.

Urban Forestry/ Arborist – Associate in Science, Certificate of Achievement - Potential Program “NEW”	Comment by Veronica Delarosa: Program name needs to match narrative. Is Urban Forestry/Arborist final name? Award(s) must also be indicated. 
A question came up regarding access to facility resources to support the program. Last Friday all the electrical installations were put into place for the Aquaponics system. Would have to consider the Arboretum and the Huntington as an option and a greenhouse is supposed to be built in the new building to support and the new building is supposed to be completed Spring 2025. We will have to wait until it is closer to the date. We are also getting tree buttons installed on a lot of the campus trees and groundskeepers and administrators are on board. Turf grass management was mentioned as a skill to add to Landscape Maintenance/Construction for the program to ensure our students are employable. Temporarily you can find landscape companies that are supporting our program that can work with the County or the City to see irrigation designs and be exposed to this development. A Certified Arborist designation through the International Society of Arboriculture is awarded upon completion of all required courses with a grade of C or better within a year with the hope of them passing the Arborist exam and getting them working immediately afterwards in the workforce. Motion presented to move to approve the Urban Forestry/Arborist program (Associate in Science, Certificate of Achievement) by Valerie Mellano and seconded by Joan Stevens. Unanimous consent No objections.	Comment by Veronica Delarosa: In statement of approval/vote, program name must match above mention and narrative. 

2. Feedback on updated/ proposed certificates.
The new Urban Forestry/Arborist program was seen as potential and necessary. From a residential perspective people are often asking for good arborists. Students that have arborists skills are very sought after, they go all over the country and work. There is a big push and a lot of activity to plant lots of trees to sequester carbon. Will have hundreds of thousands of trees to take care of so the new program would be extremely valuable. Even regarding fires, there is a lot of overgrowth and mismanagement where this skill would help a lot. 
Although there is some overlap in content these are two separate certificates are not stackable. Students could attain one of the certificates and then go onto finish one of the larger programs. 

3. List of courses suggested as potentially being offered: Urban Farming, Small scale Crop Production, Beekeeping, Aeroponics, and Composting, Fruit tree care and management. Feedback regarding adding to one of our programs was that all the additions sound great, and some offered to assist with organizing and potentially helping to teach some of the courses. The question arose in what context would the students be taking these classes? Possible developmental Urban farming focus certificate if we can identify a community need for it. Cal Poly has almost all these classes and the offer to share their curriculum with PCC was suggested as a reference. Beekeeping would be a great class to offer through PCC extension as an experience.  Floriculture is becoming popular, there is a huge community of flower farms that could coincide with urban farming and small-scale production in addition to vegetables a lot of small farms are growing them. Fungus is also a fast growing exploding in both need and popularity, therefore, a lot of growers may be integrating in their production and is also good for small scale production. Suggestion put forth to create a class for specialty crops. Water Quality is also important to address in planthology has become very predominant in this field according to environmental impact reports. Suggestion to make a portion of the classes remote because any of the regulatory base classes can be taught online you will draw a greater number of students, and the lab-based courses are mandated to be in person. It was also suggested to have guest speakers, even zone managers by cities, to present material that makes them aware of regulations for these jurisdictions regarding environment to these classes, so they are thoroughly informed. 
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