
Meeting Minutes

Accounting Program Advisory Committee Minutes
Career/Technical Education Accounting/Bookkeeping Program 
Pasadena City College

Date:  Friday, 12/06/2024 

Location: Online, Zoom 
https://pasadena-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/wNW5ucVaoH-7opA0r_pYJrr0ZfmyQoPFnlz35TXGDxx8vmA6OZA082iU8JlqFe-S.Kh-bQbb6gfwZz0vD
Passcode: e1*i0n5A


12:00 pm	Professor Avo Yousefian explained the PCC’s Accounting and Bookkeeping Program, welcomed everyone, and the following attendees introduced themselves.
1. Matthew E. Hawkesworth, Director of Finance, City of Pasadena 
2. JIYOUNG KEVIN YANG, Defense Contractor Analyst-John Hopkins University
3. Robert P. Hickam, Director of Accounting - Kaiser Permanente
4. Rei Kamio, Recruiter at HCVT Tax and Accounting Firm
5. Gregg Lee, CPA, Faculty at PCC
6. Matthew Barboza, Dean of Business at PCC
7. Steve Cohour, KROST CPAs & Consultants
8. Maura Epstein, CPA – Accounting Instructor at PCC

12:10 p.m.	Role and function of the Career/Technical Education Advisory Committee	
	Professor Avo Yousefian has shared a description of the program and new events. The importance of the Accounting and taxation program for the job market has been mentioned. The PCC-VITA joined forces for the Spring 2025 VITA tax preparation program with the CSUN-VITA. The PCC-VITA program helped students to learn real job experience and provide tax returns for real clients.

Philosophy and goals of Career/Technical Education and job market expectations for such a program have been discussed, including the importance of having Enrolled Agent (EA) license courses for all three parts of exams for EA license and certification programs at PCC.
All participating attendees approved and praised the proposal for the following two courses and a certificate program:
· Acct112 Business Taxation course to cover the EA part 2 exam. 
· Acct114 Taxation Ethics and Representation to cover the EA part 3 exam.
· Accountant-Taxation for Enrolled Agents, Certificate of Achievement program to cover all three parts of EA license examination, Bookkeeping, Payroll Taxation, and VITA tax preparation lab.

Additionally, each member of the Accounting Advisory Committee elaborates on the benefits of the “Accountant-Taxation for Enrolled Agents,” Certificate of Achievement program. They mentioned that this certification will help students receive a professional license and be encouraged to become a CPA in the future. Also, this certification will help students easily pass the CPA exams. Furthermore, these additional units will help students get to the 150-unit requirements for the CPA license. 

Yousefian mentioned Celine Yousefian for her role in marketing the VITA Program in community college events and high schools in the Pasadena and Glendale area.

2:30 p.m.	In the meeting, attendees identify Needs and Set Priorities.
 following:
· Epstein mentioned the impacts of the PCC-VITA Program on students to gain Job Experience!

· Kamio mentioned the significance of CPA and EA licenses for tax firms and applicants who want to work in this line. 

· Kamio from the HCVT tax firm noted that they are looking for students on the path to becoming CPAs and even EAs. 

· Hawkesworth mentioned the need for CPA in the City of Pasadena. He added that they are contacting universities to recruit future CPAs into their organization.

· Steve Cohour from Krost CPA also added that an EA or CPA license will help students become successful in their careers.

· Robert Hickam from Kaiser described the mentorship program that they offer through the Freeman Center at PCC.

· Yang described his experience with VITA when he was a student at PCC. He said that this new EA license certification program will create excitement for students to go higher and get their CPA license.


12:50 p.m.	Summarize Discussion	

12:55 p.m.	Priorities for Next Meeting have been mentioned including the next Accounting Advisory meeting date for Spring 2025.
	
	Professor Avo Yousefian thanked everyone in the meeting for their time
1:00 p.m.	Everyone was satisfied with the meeting and its discussions and hoped to see each other in the next meeting.
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