Ventura College
Criminal Justice Advisory
February 5, 2025

Present: Laz Salinas	
[bookmark: _Hlk190165571]Attended: VSO Assistant Sheriff Andrew Salinas, VSO Captain Peter Frank, SPPD Commander Eric Starna, Edgar Fernandez 
      OPD., Mike Pallotto VC Police, Michael Federico Port Hueneme PD, Cari Lange, Debbie Newcomb
	
	Agenda Item
	Summary of Discussion
	Action

	Meeting Opened
	Call to Order by L. Salinas. Guest Introductions
	

	Ab 89 Modern Police Science degree initiative at Ventura College
	Associates degree in Modern Police Science is now mandated, all officers must hold an equivalent degree, though there is ongoing debate regarding the Bachelor’s degree requirement. D. Newcomb provided AB89 and SB112 as reference codes for degree requirements. The committee expressed concerns about the impact on recruitment and workload for current employees.

Degree and course requirements provided to committee for a vote. 
· Motion to Approve: P. Frank
· Seconded: C. Lange
· Outcome: Unanimous approval

	

	California Map Initiative and the Award of College Credits for CA Post Basic Academy
	L. Salinas announced Credit for Prior Learning - Recognizing academy training and awarding free academic credit for mastered skills. Process explained, and informational posters were distributed to agencies. Beatriz (Bea) Zizumbo identified as the counselor for program guidance.

	

	Update of Forensic Science Degree
	C. Lange presented the 2-year Forensic Studies course plan, developed in collaboration with local crime labs and CSU Channel Islands. The new Forensic Science program is underway but currently faces staffing challenges.
	

	Post Decertification of VC 832 Arrest and Control Course
	L. Salinas announced the decertification of our PC832 course. E. Starna offered support for the next audit.

	

	Reserve Academy
	No update on the Reserve Academy.
	

	Student Internships
	M. Lazarus introduced internship opportunities that can transition into cadet roles. 
Participants earn 1 unit while gaining entry-level experience, requiring 3.5 hours per week, with both paid and unpaid options available.
Captain P. Frank noted that the Sheriff’s Department has successfully hired past interns.
E. Fernandez (OPD) expressed interest in the program.
	

	Training & Professional Development Needs for Staff
	The committee noted that while they utilize GSA for professional development courses, availability remains inconsistent. 
D. Newcomb mentioned Ventura College business department offers a six course Supervision certificate, including supervisory organization, HR, and computer training.

	

	Adjournment  
	3:13 
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