
Meeting Minutes

Accounting Program Advisory Committee Minutes
Career/Technical Education Accounting/Bookkeeping Program 
Pasadena City College

Date:  Tuesday, 05/28/2024 

Location: Online, Zoom Conference https://pasadena-edu.zoom.us/j/82011715306
https://pasadena-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/zIOn-c4VCbaD7k4KTk8dn8d2XEg0FosRHBiSQV_JWYfJYkW-HGBwVJ271eBCuhbn.TogUj1PjQA8ghqWP
Passcode: zC1FA=1+


12:00 pm	Professor Avo Yousefian explained the PCC’s Accounting and Bookkeeping Program, welcomed everyone, and the following attendees introduced themselves.
1. David Lo, Senior Program Manager - California Society of CPAs
2. Celine Yousefian, Accounting student, PCC – VITA Site Manager
3. Robert P. Hickam, Director of Accounting - Kaiser Permanente
4. Brian Rysdon, CPA – Tax Professional
5. Suren Sahakyan, CPA
6. Meaghan Odonnell, HCVT Tax and Accounting Firm
7. Steve Cohour, KROST CPAs & Consultants
8. Mariam Katerjyan, CPA – Accounting Instructor at PCC

12:10 p.m.	Role and function of the Career/Technical Education Advisory Committee	
	Professor Avo Yousefian has shared a description of Program and new events. The importance of the Accounting and taxation program for the job market has been mentioned. The PCC-VITA completed its Spring 2024 tax preparation program with the CSUN-VITA. The PCC-VITA has been able to prepare 205 tax returns for low to moderate-income families in the community. The PCC-VITA program helped students to learn real job experience and provide tax returns for real clients.

Philosophy and goals of Career/Technical Education and job market expectations for such a program have been discussed, including the importance of having Enrolled Agent (EA) license courses for all three parts of exams of EA license and certification programs at PCC.
All participating attendees approved the proposal for the following two courses and a certificate program:
· Acct112 Business Taxation course to cover the EA part 2 exam. 
· Acct114 Taxation Ethics and Representation to cover the EA part 3 exam.
· Accountant-Taxation for Enrolled Agents, Certificate of Achievement program to cover all three parts of EA license examination, Bookkeeping, Payroll Taxation, and VITA tax preparation lab.

Additionally, reducing the equity gap and helping students by providing a Certificate of Achievement in taxation at PCC with zero-cost textbooks as much as possible has been discussed. Therefore, Professor Yousefian emphasized the importance of applying in the Perkins budget so students get free access to all three parts of the EA license study material.

Celine Yousefian explained the VITA Program and the importance of having a more detailed flyer for marketing. Celine justified that the VITA program is an efficient way to gain tax preparation experience and become ready for the EA license examination.


2:20 p.m.	In the meeting, attendees identify Needs and Set Priorities.
 following:
· Suren Sahakyan mentioned the effects of the PCC-VITA Program and helping students to gain Job Experience has been discussed!

· Role of tutoring at PCC Success Center or embedded class tutoring. Tutoring is an important part of the success of the program for PCC’s students.

· Brian Rysdon mentioned the importance of CPA and EA licenses for tax firms and applicants who want to work in this line. Mr. Rysdon, a part-time faculty member at PCC, added that the current EA license study material from Gleim.com is providing significant help in passing the examinations.

· Meaghan Odonnell from the HCVT tax firm noted that they are looking for students on the path to becoming CPAs and even EAs. HCVT has an internship and “Navigate” program for community college students.

· David Lo mentioned the CalCPA scholarship opportunities, and also a program to visit the Accounting Firms in Downtown LA that will come around November of 2024.

· Steve Cohour from Krost CPA also added that they have an internship program. He said that an EA or CPA license will help students become successful in their careers.

· Robert Hickam from Kaiser described the mentorship program that they offer through the Freeman Center at PCC.

· Mariam Katerjyan, CPA at Pasadena City College mentioned that learning Excel and having a tutoring program will help students to learn accounting with more efficiency.


12:50 p.m.	Summarize Discussion	

12:55 p.m.	Priorities for Next Meeting have been mentioned including the next Accounting Advisory meeting date for Fall 2024.
	
	Professor Avo Yousefian thanked everyone in the meeting for their time
1:00 p.m.	Everyone was satisfied with the meeting and its discussions and hoped to see each other in the next meeting.
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