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Special Education Associate in Arts Degree
&
Autism and Neurodiversity Studies Certificate
Meeting Information
	Meeting Date
	May 11, 2026

	Format
	Virtual (Zoom)

	Facilitator
	Dr. Kimberly Rosenfeld, Department Chair, Education

	Purpose
	To review the proposed Special Education Associate in Arts Degree and Autism and Neurodiversity Studies Certificate and obtain workforce recommendations regarding curriculum, transfer pathways, industry competencies, and regional workforce needs.


Attendance
The advisory discussion included representatives from higher education, K–12 education, behavioral services, and community-based educational programs to ensure the proposed curriculum reflects current workforce needs and transfer expectations.
	Name
	Title
	Organization
	Role

	Dr. Kimberly Rosenfeld
	Department Chair, Education
	Cerritos College
	Host / Facilitator

	Shannon Merrell, BCBA
	Board Certified Behavior Analyst
	Industry
	Behavioral Services Representative

	Brittney Parker-Goodin
	Special Education Teacher
	ABC Unified School District
	K–12 Representative

	Mercedes Cordero
	Expanded Learning Programs
	Centralia Elementary School District
	Community Education Representative


Advisory Board Members (Not in Attendance)
• Dr. Narges Rakin, Dean, Humanities & Social Sciences, Cerritos College
• Soco Verduzco, Director of Special Education, ABC Unified School District
Discussion Summary
Although much of the discussion centered on the Autism and Neurodiversity Studies Certificate, committee members also discussed the broader Special Education pathway, including the proposed Associate in Arts Degree, workforce preparation, transfer opportunities, and stackable credentials supporting continued educational advancement.
Committee members affirmed the continued regional demand for instructional aides, paraeducators, behavior technicians, expanded learning staff, and future Special Education teachers.
The committee reviewed the Associate Degree and Certificate as complementary pathways supporting both immediate workforce entry and transfer preparation.
Committee members discussed articulation and transfer opportunities with California State University, Long Beach as part of the broader Special Education pathway.
Curriculum Feedback
Embed foundational ABC data collection and prompting hierarchies within existing coursework.
Introduce foundational Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) concepts appropriate for entry-level preparation.
Maintain a neurodiversity-affirming instructional framework.
Continue emphasizing practical, workforce-ready skills while preserving transfer rigor.
Committee Recommendations
Support the continued development of the Special Education Associate in Arts Degree.
Support implementation of the Autism and Neurodiversity Studies Certificate.
Continue collaboration with school districts, workforce agencies, community organizations, and university partners.
Continue convening the advisory committee each semester to review workforce trends and curriculum relevance.
College Response
	Recommendation
	College Response

	Embed foundational behavioral data collection.
	Faculty will review integration into EDEL 225 and EDEL 235.

	Strengthen workforce partnerships.
	Continue outreach with school districts, workforce agencies, and community organizations.

	Maintain stackable pathways.
	Continue development of the Associate Degree alongside implementation of the Certificate.

	Continue advisory engagement.
	The Education Department will convene the advisory committee each semester.


Committee Consensus
Committee members expressed support for the continued development of the Special Education Associate in Arts Degree and implementation of the Autism and Neurodiversity Studies Certificate. Members agreed the programs respond to regional workforce needs, strengthen transfer opportunities, and provide meaningful preparation for employment supporting individuals with disabilities and neurodivergent learners.
Closing Statement
These minutes summarize the advisory committee discussion and recommendations regarding the proposed Special Education Associate in Arts Degree and Autism and Neurodiversity Studies Certificate. The meeting also served as an opportunity to review workforce needs, transfer pathways, curriculum alignment, and future regional partnerships.
